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A significant publication (2022)

Created in Dignity
Placed in Families
Cared for in Community
Advocated by Society
Secured in Hope
Affirmed in God’s Church
Included in God’s Mission
Engaged in Creation Care

https://www.viva.org/ghfcwebinars



Other themes

Drawing on wider work on ‘child-focused’ studies and theology

Theology by those who have been fostered and adopted

‘orphan’ texts in the Bible

Theology of safeguarding

Theology of hospitality

Theology of foster care

Trauma studies



The theology of adoption 
and its practice among Romanian 

Christian communities
LIVIU MIHĂILEANU



Elements of adoption doctrine

The Fall



Elements of adoption doctrine

The Choice



Elements of adoption doctrine

The Cost



Elements of adoption doctrine

Adoption & Inheritance

…you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”
So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

(Galatians 4: 6-7)



Preliminary conclusions on the research within 
Romanian evangelical Christian communities

• The first ones to adopt unwanted children from Romanian orphanages 
were faith-driven US citizens

• Adoption firmly discouraged within faith communities during the 90’s

• Cultural shift towards adopting teenagers and children with disabilities 
within the last max. 10 yrs

• Less then 30% of the faith communities have been exposed to the message 
of adoption from a spiritual or natural perspective

• 45% of community member did not adopt because they never thought 
about it, 42% are afraid of bureaucracy 
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Children Orphaned 

In the Pandemic in Europe 

and Beyond: Magnitude, 

Consequences, and Action

Susan Hillis, PhD, MS, Co-chair of the Global 
Reference Group for Children Affected by COVID-19 
and Crises:  Joint Estimates and Action*

Alexandra Blenkinsop (WHO), Juliette Unwin (Imperial College),  
Andrés Villaveces (CDC), Lorraine Sherr (University College of 
London), Lucie Cluver (Oxford), Seth Flaxman (Imperial College), 
Oliver Ratmann (Imperial), Christl A. Donnelly (Imperial), Leandris 
Liburd (CDC), Charles A. Nelson (Harvard), Greta Massetti (CDC), 
Francis Annor (CDC).
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COVID-19-associated Orphanhood in the News



Including Orphanhood in National, State, & Local Responses
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Global trends in  
pandemic-
associated 
orphanhood and 
caregiver deaths 
continue to rise 
through the end of 
2022, 
Mar 20 – Nov 22. 

Hillis S, Ntwali N'konzi J, Msemburi W, et al. Orphanhood and caregiver loss among children based on new global excess COVID-19 death estimates. . JAMA Pediatrics 2022; (Online.).
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COVID-19-linked Orphanhood 

and Caregiver Death in Europe

Orphaned children

275,600

Lost primary caregiver

339,900

Lost primary/secondary 

caregiver

524,000
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Excess Deaths In 

Europe Hit All-Time 

High in 2022

COVID-19 Deaths have not stopped:
-- From Apr 2022 to Feb 2023:

- 6.14m to 6.82m = 682,726m 
deaths
https//covid19.who.int

WHO Coronavirus Dashboard 6 Feb 2023, https//covid19.who.int 
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2 of every 3 COVID-19 orphans worldwide are adolescents, and are 

therefore at increased risk of sexual violence, incident HIV, mental health 

problems, adolescent pregnancy, severe distress
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Updated estimates from source :5.2 Million Children Affected by Global Surges in COVID-19-Associated Orphanhood and Caregiver Death (2022) The Lancet CAH https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3971556
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3971556

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3971556
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3971556


2020

3 of every 4 COVID-19 orphans worldwide have lost their fathers, and 

are therefore at increased risk of exploitation, abuse, poverty, and 

vulnerability to violent extremism*

*BWIRE: Battle against violent extremism can be won (citizen.digital), Developmental Predictors of Violent Extremist Attitudes: A Test of General Strain Theory - Amy Nivette, Manuel Eisner, Denis Ribeaud, 2017 (sagepub.com), 
Updated estimates from source: 5.2 Million Children Affected by Global Surges in COVID-19-Associated Orphanhood and Caregiver Death (2022) The Lancet CAH https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3971556 , 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3971556
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CARE for Pandemic-Affected Children

PREPARE family-
based support, avoid 
institutionalization 

Children Reach their

Full Potential

in Safe & Loving 

Families

PROTECT children 
from poverty, 
adversity and 

violence

PREVENT COVID-19-

deaths of caregivers

EDUCATION: Safe 

schools & life skills

Case 

management

CASH + CARE: 

Economic  + 

Parenting Support 

+ Buffering Support

Kinship care, 

fostering, adoption

Accelerated 

equitable vaccine 

uptake

Safe and timely 

clinical care

Public 

health 
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Avoid orphanages: high rates of abuse, 
cognitive and emotional impairment

Find, monitor, and support the best family 
option – kinship, foster care, adoption

Strengthen support networks: public, 
faith-based, community

PREPARE
family-based support, 

avoid institutionalization 

Children: the hidden pandemic 2021 : a joint report of COVID-19- associated orphanhood and a strategy for action (cdc.gov)

Integrate orphanhood and caregiver death 
into surveillance, modeling, and forecasting

https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/108199


Community violence

Abuse

Perpetration of violence

High-risk sexual behaviors School progression

Mental Health

HIV Care retention

‘Accelerators’ address 
Social Determinants of 

Health

-- Parenting Support

-- Economic Support

-- Educational Support

Source: Cluver, Orkin, Toska, Campeau, Webb, Carlqvist, Sherr, (2019) Lancet CAH AIDS, South Africa, with circles representing 2030 Sustainable Development Goals for health, peace, education, and gender equality.
The color-coded circles represent contributions of such programming to the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, with benefits to health, education, gender equality, and peace and justice

PROTECT children 

from consequences of 

orphanhood and ACEs



40
Countries

(10 with 
UNICEF)

Evidence-based 
Parenting Support 

Programs
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DISCLAIMERS 

World Bank Group and World Health Organization:  This work is a product of authors working across various institutions. The findings, 
interpretations, and conclusions expressed in this work are entirely those of the authors. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the authors’  

employers, their boards, or the governments they represent. 

U.S. Government:  The views, findings, and conclusions in this article are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views or official 
position of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),  United States Agency for International Development, President’s Emergency 

Plan For HIV/AIDS Relief, or the U.S. Government. 

There can be no keener revelation of a society’s 
soul than the way in which it treats its children.

Nelson Mandela, 8 May 1995 
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ALL CAUSE ORPHANHOOD: Why did Childhood 

Bereavement Rates Increase in the Pandemic in 

the U.S.?
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Foster care for children with disabilities: 
Findings from a study on foster parents’ experiences 

in Bulgaria

Sarah Todorov 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow

Department of Disability, Inclusion and Special Needs (DISN)
School of Education

University of Birmingham, UK@SarahTodorov

Email: sarah.todorov@outlook.com
‘Journeying Together’: World Without Orphans European Forum, Sofia, Bulgaria 15th-18th March 2023

@DISN_UoB



Presentation outline          

• Part A: Study context and methodology

• Part B: Summary of main findings

• Part C: Recommendations based on the research

Sarah Todorov 2023



Part A:
Study context and 

methodology

Sarah Todorov 2023



Study context

Project 
‘Accept 

me’

Attitudes 
towards 
disability

Post-
communist

legacy
Training and 

support

Availability 
of foster 
parents

Political 
changes

International 
criticism

4 remaining 
institutions

De-
institution
-alisation

Media 
representation

Sarah Todorov 2023



Research questions

1. How do foster parents experience caring for children with disabilities in 
Bulgaria?

2. How do foster parents’ experiences inform suggestions for changes to 
services and practices in foster care for children with 
disabilities in Bulgaria?

Sarah Todorov 2023



Methodology

In-depth semi-
structured 

interviews in 
Bulgarian language

6 Foster parents 
with experience of 
fostering children 
with disabilities

Difficult to access 
population

Interpretative 
Phenomenological 

Analysis (IPA) 
(Smith, Flowers and 

Larkin, 2022)

Sarah Todorov 2023



Part B:
Overview of main 

findings

Sarah Todorov 2023



3 Thematical Categories

1. Expertise and 
commitment

2. Navigating 
relationships and 

services
3. Personal impact

Sarah Todorov 2023



1. Expertise and commitment

Sub-themes:
• Providing special care

• Weight of responsibility

Sarah Todorov 2023

“You have to fight windmills” 



2. Navigating relationships and services

Sub-themes:
• Meaning of support
• People to rely on
• Powerless and voiceless
• Perspectives on finance
• Experiences of biological families
• Relationships with social workers

Sarah Todorov 2023



3. Personal impact

Sub-themes:
• Fostering was life-changing
• Separation is the hardest part
• Occupational hazards

Sarah Todorov 2023



Part C:
Recommendations based 

on the research

Sarah Todorov 2023



Recommendation 1
Increase access to foster 
care for children with 
disabilities as a matter of 
urgency.

Sarah Todorov 2023

Recommendation 2 Address public perception 
of foster parents.

Develop services for 
effective support of foster 
parents.

Recommendation 3
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WWO 
Roadmap: 

Foundations for 
Active 

Engagement –
It’s 

Development



WWO Roadmap: Foundations for   Engagement -
Development Overview

• Prayer – WHY don’t we see a World Without 
Orphans?

• Principles – a CORE set of the best available  
resources to advance WWO Movement

• Partners – Christ-followers collaborating across 
the spheres to advance the WWO DNA

• Process – Learning Community approach to WWO 
Roadmap authorship, implementation,  evaluation



Prayer – WHY don’t we see a World Without Orphans?

We need these 4 essential foundations each 
fully implemented and linked:

• Broadscale Collaboration – co-laboring with God 
and many to build His kingdom of love and safety 
for children and families

• Intervention – strengthen family based care 
through reunification, fostering, adoption

• Prevention – of orphanhood addresses root causes 
of violence and poverty

• Living refreshed – spiritual, relational, and 
practical self-care is the secret to flourishing in the 
Lord as we serve the most vulnerable children and 
families



Collaboration



Intervention



Prevention



Living 
Refreshed



Principles – a CORE set of the best available evidence-based 
and expert resources in the world to advance WWO DNA

• Simplicity and cross-cultural relevance 
• Builds the WWO Mission, Vision, Cornerstones 
• Integrates spiritual/relational/practical 
• Vetted, evaluated, evidence-based, best practises
• Basic: equip national Christian leaders to build 
capacity of local church leaders 
• Commitment to core material from a variety of 
global partners with a track record of excellence 
• Partners value collaboration over competition & 
make materials open source -- for collective impact
• Broadly applicable and easily understood by 
champions, advocates, and practitioners





Partners – Christ-followers collaborating across the spheres 
of influence to advance the WWO DNA and Movement 

WWO Roadmap Partners 
– Alongsiders, Back2Back / Trauma 
Free World, Faith to Action, Home for 
Good, Hope at Home, HOPE 
International, LAMb International, 
Northlands Church, Orphan Sunday, 
World Health Organization
-- WWO Implementation Partners 
Global church networks – WEA, GCF, 
and others

WWO and Spheres 
Partners



Process – WWO Learning Community approach to Roadmap 
authorship, training, implementation, and evaluation

Authorship of WWO Roadmap (front cover)
Collaboration – WWO Partners & Ambassadors from 6 Regions

Intervention - Based on expertise from > 100 global trainers from 32 
countries (Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, India, Bangladesh, Romania, Armenia, 
Jordan, South Africa, Botswana, Nicaragua, Brazil, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Nepal, Cambodia, Belarus, and 
more).

Prevention – Based on collaboration of 10 global agencies, including 
WHO, Centers for Disease Control, UNICEF, World Bank, with 
researchers and 140 program experts worldwide, identified the world’s 
most effective programs for preventing root causes of violence in 
children

Living Refreshed- using experiences serving leaders worldwide, the 
authors share principles for living refreshed spiritually, relationally, and 
practically, along with freely available print and digital resources.



Process – WWO uses a collaborative learning community 
approach to training and implementation, and evaluation 
(using WWO Results Measures)

WWO 

Learning 

Community 

*

train

Implement

Evaluate

* Learn from each other and from experts; take action and hold 
each other accountable
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GOD’S CALL IS FOR BELIEVERS TO CARE 
FOR ORPHANS AND VULNERABLE 

CHILDREN!

TOGETHER WE CAN ACCELERATE 
SOLVING THE GLOBAL ORPHAN CRISIS, 

COUNTRY BY COUNTRY!



Susan Hillis, PhD
Senior Research Officer
University of Oxford, UK

Taking Effective Programs to Scale:  The 
Research – Synthesis – Translation Continuum 



Choosing A Research Topic

60

✓ Heart

✓ Time

✓ Team

✓ Resources

✓ Clarity

✓ Importance



… 6 of 10 orphans HIV positive



The Research – Synthesis – Translation 
Continuum
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Synthesis Example -
Global Scale of Violence Against 

Children: A Systematic Review 
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Violence:

“The intentional use of physical force or power, 
threatened or actual, against oneself, another person, 
or against a group or community, that either results in 
or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, 
psychological harm, maldevelopment, or deprivation”  
(WHO)

Estimates include data on:

• Physical violence
• Sexual violence
• Emotional/psychological violence

Hillis et al. Global Prevalence of Past-Year Violence Against Children: A Systematic Review, Pediatrics, 2016.
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TrTTranslation Example: When Synthesized 
Research Leads to Funded Policy Change

Policy change requires political will.
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There can be no keener revelation of a society’s 
soul than the way in which it treats its children.

Nelson Mandela, 8 May 1995 


